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By Bob Tullgren

(Editor’s note: Bob Tullgren is a 
Live Oak city councilman and an em-
ployee of Air Education and Training 
Command.) 

The afternoon of April 13, I had the 
honor to participate in the transfer 
of a fallen Sailor from Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph to a local funeral 
home. I wish to express my views from 
the motorcade:

 Precision is the fi rst single word that 
comes to mind.

Very late on April 12, Randolph 
received a call that they’ll be receiv-
ing the remains of Navy Seaman 
Trevor J. Stanley, 22. The base and 
community react. Emails and phone 
calls are made, rehearsed prepara-
tions are put into motion and the 
word gets out “A soldier has fallen 
and paid the ultimate price.”

April 13
12:30 p.m. - The family and empty 

hearse arrived at the staging area.
12:31 p.m. - The family pulled in be-

hind a motorcycle “brigade of veterans” 
notifi ed just hours prior.  

12:32 p.m. - The motorcade was 
escorted from the Live Oak Civic 
Center to Loop 1604 South to FM78.  
It turned down Harmon Drive. All 
along the way, a seamless transfer of 
communication occurred among three 
different police agencies ensuring 
the motorcade moved effortlessly to 
Randolph base operations.  

12:40 p.m. - The family was met 
by senior Air Force and Navy person-
nel. A red carpet is on the fl ightline 
awaiting the arrival of the courier 
plane, Seaman Stanley and his escort. 
Fire trucks and other Randolph fl ight-
line vehicles arrive with lights on as 
base personnel gather.

1:00 p.m. - A specially equipped cou-
rier plane arrived.  It parked at the end 
of the carpet.  At this time, everyone 
stood tall and in pure silence. 

1:07 p.m. - The pilot opened the side 
of the aircraft.  With the utmost military 
precision, ramps and an electronic lift 
were placed. 

1:10 p.m. - Seaman Stanley’s escort 
briefl y left the side of the casket he has 
travelled with for thousands of miles to 
briefl y join the family.

1:17 p.m. - Seaman Stanley and 
his casket, draped with a crisp 
American fl ag, were taken out of the 
aircraft and met by a team of fellow 
Navy Seamen in full dress uniform. 
The sounds of the grieving family 
drowned out any other sound in the 
area as he was placed in the hearse. 
As I watched, I was fi lled with an 
indescribable and confl icting range 
of emotions that poured out at one 
time – sorrow for the family, their 
pain from the loss, lost as I know 
there are close family members and 
co-workers trying to understand the 
loss, joy from my upbringing knowing 
this Seaman is in heaven, pride in the 
way Seaman Stanley and his family 
were being treated and numbness 
from watching the experience unfold-
ing before me.   

1:25 p.m. - The motorcade was 
reassembled and departed toward the 
funeral home.

1:30 p.m. - Having been placed 
behind the family, what I witnessed 
and the emotions to follow I was not 
prepared for.

At every turn, the motorcade was met 
with military members at full atten-
tion presenting perfect salutes. Civil-
ians stood proud in silence rendering 
appropriate respect, youth in the base 
skate park froze with hands over their 
hearts, people observing from balconies 
and offi ce windows watched in silence 
as the motorcade made its fi nal turn to 
Harmon Drive.  

On Harmon Drive, hundreds of Ran-
dolph Airmen and employees lined the 
curb. As the hearse, family and escorts 
slowly drove by, we were met with a 

“wave” of salutes starting six paces 
before the Seaman’s body passed by and 
dropping after rendering respect to the 
family. Through tears of my own, I saw 
trembling lips and faces distraught with 
anguish as all participated in this mo-
ment of honor. At the far end of Harmon 
Drive, there were two fi re trucks with 
ladders fully extended to display the 
largest American fl ag I’ve seen fl y freely.  

As we drove down Pat Booker 
Road, the scene was like something 
I’ve only seen in movies; Time had 
stopped. Oncoming traffi c and people 
stopped and were frozen in place at 
the exact spot they realized what was 
occurring. Cars stopped in the middle 
of the street or in a turn. Occupants 
stood outside their vehicles, engines 
off and giving respect. I witnessed 
fast food restaurants and businesses 
where both the employees and 
customers stood outside with hands 
placed over their hearts. It looked as 
if all time had stopped to honor our 
fallen Seaman. 

I know I will never be able to 
fully express in words the feeling the 
experience gives a family or escort. 
The experience may not stop the pain 
one feels in the core of his heart and 
body from the loss, but it can numb 
the pain for a moment. As time passes 
and more time is available to refl ect 
and understand what transpired, the 
experience of seeing all of you and 
others rendering respect offers pride 
and increased pain-free moments to 
refl ect upon in the future. 

To all who attended or made it pos-
sible for others to render a fi nal salute to 
our fellow service member: Thank you.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Joint Base San Antonio members pay 
respect as a motorcade escorts the 
body of Seaman Trevor J. Stanley of 
Virginia Beach, Va., April 13 at JBSA-
Randolph. Stanley was assigned to 
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3, 
Port Hueneme, Calif. The motorcade 
exited Randolph for funeral services 
at Colonial Funeral Home in Universal 
City. Stanley’s family resides in the 
area. Photo by Melissa Peterson

Base expresses support for fallen Sailor
  ON THE COVER

"Through tears of my own, I saw trembling 
lips and faces distraught with anguish as 
all participated in this moment of honor. 

At the far end of Harmon Drive, there were 
two fi re trucks with ladders fully extended 

to display the largest American fl ag 
I’ve seen fl y freely."
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NEWS

Randolph 
salutes a 

Sailor

A U.S. Navy carry team 
transfers the body of Sea-
man Trevor J. Stanley of 
Virginia Beach, Va. past 
Joint Base San Antonio 
leaders April 13 on the 
Randolph flightline. Stanley 
was assigned to Naval Mo-
bile Construction Battalion 
3, Port Hueneme, Calif. The 
motorcade exited Randolph 
for funeral services at 
Colonial Funeral Home in 
Universal City. Stanley’s 
family resides in the area.
Photo by Joel Martinez

By Bill Hurt
502nd Air Base Wing, Force Protection

About 237 active shooter incidents occurred in the 
United States between 1966 and 2010. Joint Base 
San Antonio has established guidelines and proce-
dures to help save lives and maintain order in the 
wake of these kinds of events.

An active shooter is any person who is engaged 
in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined 
or populated area. In most cases, armed active 
shooters show no pattern or method in their se-
lection of victims.

This is often an unpredictable, rapidly evolv-
ing situation that demands an immediate response 
from security forces in order to terminate the life-
threatening situation. The first patrolmen to arrive 
on scene must locate the shooter or shooters and 
take aggressive action to help protect lives. Rescue 
efforts will be delayed until the danger can be miti-
gated or eliminated.

Because active shooter situations often are ended 
within 10 to 15 minutes, before law enforcement 
arrives on the scene, individuals must be prepared, 
mentally and physically, to deal with an active shoot-
er situation and follow directions.

JBSA will declare an immediate lockdown dur-
ing an active shooter incident. Giant Voice and 
other available forms of communication will be 

used to notify the base populace an active shooter 
or similar threat is imminent and a lockdown is 
in effect.

Hearing this term from credible sources should 
solicit base members to position themselves in a 
secured place, clear of direct fire, where they can 
observe all entrances and exits.

Those in lockdown should mitigate the location’s 
vulnerabilities by locking doors and windows, and 
barricading access with anything that’s available. 
They should turn off the lights and make the loca-
tion appear unoccupied, and monitor communica-
tions – telephone, computer, radio.

If a phone is within the secured location, members 
should call security forces or 911. Callers will be 
asked to provide as much information as possible to 
include location, weapons involved and the number 
of shooters and their description.

While in lockdown, members are urged not to 
move until authorities instruct otherwise.

For more information on active shooter response 
procedures, contact security forces or visit the 
502nd Air Base Wing website at www.502abw.af.mil 
to download an informational trifold.

For immediate assistance at Randolph Air Force 
Base, call Tech. Sgt. Keith Hartman at 652-2744; 
at Lackland AFB, call Master Sgt. Jeremiah White 
at 671-2183; and at Fort Sam Houston, call Officer 
Steve Kampman at 221-2354.

Education prepares base for active shooter incidents 

Photo by Alan Boedeker
Left to right: Staff Sgt. Glenndon Blue, Staff Sgt. James Leggitt 
and Tech. Sgt. David Hammond, 802nd Security Forces Squad-
ron, participate in an active shooter training class last year.
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By Robert Goetz
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

An opportunity for Joint Base San Antonio leaders 
to maximize their influence and effectiveness will be 
available at a special all-day event May 4.

Leadercast, a live broadcast from Atlanta featur-
ing best-selling authors John Maxwell and Marcus 
Buckingham, NFL quarterback Tim Tebow, Ohio State 
University head football coach Urban Meyer and other 
world-class speakers, will be shown at all three JBSA 
installations, including JBSA-Randolph’s Parr Club,  
8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Karen Becker, 902nd Force Support Squadron 
Sustainment Flight chief, said the one-day leader-
ship conference will inspire leaders to positively im-
pact their organization and community and provide 
networking opportunities.

She also said the Randolph event will feature 
the presence of local businessman and former Air 
Force officer Mark Wasserman, a local Chick-fil-
A restaurant owner who will speak during the 

luncheon.
“He will discuss how leadership works from a cor-

porate perspective,” Becker said.
Shelta Reese, 902nd FSS marketing director, called 

Leadercast “a fantastic training opportunity for any-
body in a leadership role or anybody who aspires to 
be a leader or supervisor.

“The speakers are considered the tops in their pro-
fessions,” she said. “It’s a great, great lineup.”

Maxwell, a renowned leadership expert, is the 
author of “The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leader-

ship, which has sold more than 2 million copies. 
Buckingham, co-author of “Now, Discover Your 
Strengths,” helped create StrengthsFinder, a per-
sonal assessment tool that helps people describe 
their ingrained talents.

Tebow, who now plays for the New York Jets foot-
ball team, is a former Heisman Trophy winner who 
guided the University of Florida to two national cham-
pionships; his former coach at Florida, Meyer, now 
leads the Ohio State University Buckeyes.

Other speakers will include best-selling author 
and management consultant group president Pat-
rick Lencioni, CNN anchor Soledad O’Brien, au-
thors Sheena Iyengar and Andy Stanley, Burberry 
CEO Angela Ahrendts and Harvard economics pro-
fessor Roland Fryer.

Conference participants will get a day’s worth of 
training, materials, a continental breakfast, lunch 
and snacks, all included in their registration fee.

April 27 is the deadline to register for the confer-
ence. Online registration is open at https://einvitations.
afit.edu/inv/anim.cfm?i=103104&k=036141087B53.

Broadcast to provide leadership training
“The speakers are considered the 

tops in their professions. It's a 
great, great lineup.”

Shelta Reese
902nd Force Support Squadron marketing director

Courtesy of U.S. Department of Defense

The Department of Defense released 
the fiscal 2011 Annual Report on Sexual 
Assault in the Military April 13, as re-
quired by the National Defense Authori-
zation Act for fiscal 2011. To date, this is 
the eighth report DoD has released.

The report finds that in fiscal 2011, 
there were 3,192 reports of sexual as-
sault involving service members as either 
victims or subjects. This represents a 1 
percent increase in reports of sexual as-
sault compared to fiscal 2010.

 “Sexual assault has no place in this de-
partment,” Leon E. Panetta, defense sec-
retary, said. “It is an affront to the basic 
American values we defend, and to the 
good honor of our service members and 
their families.

“Since taking this office, I’ve made it 
one of my top priorities to do everything 
we can to reduce and prevent sexual as-
sault, to make victims of sexual assault feel 

secure enough to report this crime without 
fear of retribution or harm to their career 
and to hold the perpetrators appropriately 
accountable,” Panetta said.

“I will be announcing the next series 
of steps the department will be taking 
this week during consultations with Con-
gress.”

The report also details actions taken 
against the subjects investigated as a re-
sult of these reports. 

In fiscal 2011, the department had ju-
risdiction and sufficient evidence to take 
disciplinary action against 791 subjects 
for a sexual assault offense. 

Of these subjects, 489, or 62 percent, 
had courts-martial charges preferred 
against them. That represents a 10 per-
centage point increase in the rate of 
courts-martial charges preferred com-
pared to fiscal 2010. 

The proportion of military subjects 
against whom commanders decided to 
take disciplinary action for sexual as-

sault offenses by preferring court-martial 
charges has increased steadily since fiscal 
2007, when only 30 percent of subjects 
had charges initiated against them.

Since August, a two-star general has 
overseen the Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response Office and under the lead-
ership of the secretary of defense, sev-
eral new victim-focused policies have 
been implemented since the end of fiscal 
2011. 

These included expanded legal assis-
tance, expedited transfers for victims of 
sexual assault and extended retention of 
forensic examination and investigative 
reports.

Other new initiatives to enhance how 
the department prevents and responds to 
sexual assault include:

• Establishment of a sexual assault 
advocate credentialing and certification 
program;

• Expansion of sexual assault support 
services to military spouses and adult 

military dependents;
• Expansion of emergency care and 

support services to DoD civilians stationed 
abroad and DoD U.S. citizen contractors 
in combat areas;

• Increased funding for investigators 
and judge advocates to receive additional 
specialized training; and

• Assessment of how the department 
trains commanding officers and senior 
enlisted leaders on sexual assault pre-
vention and response.

 “As this report makes clear, we have 
more work to do to confront this prob-
lem,” Panetta said.

The complete report is available at 
http://www.sapr.mil and a fact sheet of 
the report is available at www.defense.
gov/news/sexualassaultannualreportfact-
sheet.pdf. 

For specific information regarding the 
military departments, call the Army at 
(703) 697-2564, the Navy at (703) 697-
5342 or the Air Force at (703) 695-0640. 

DoD releases fiscal 2011 report on sexual assault
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By Alex Salinas
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

Paul Yura, a National Weather Service 
meteorologist, visited Joint Base San An-
tonio-Randolph Monday to inform base 
attendees about the importance of severe 
weather on behalf of Skywarn, an NWS 
program consisting of trained spotters 
who help report severe weather to NWS 
personnel. 

Yura talked about thunderstorms and 
varying degrees of severe weather that 
occur as a result of them.  

While many people may cringe at the 
thought of floods, hail and tornadoes, a 
thunderstorm’s most prominent feature – 
lightning – is something not to be taken 
lightly.  

A 10-year average shows that approxi-
mately 40 people die every year in the 
U.S. from lightning strikes, with many 
more injured from them, Yura said. 

“Florida and Texas typically lead the 
nation in lightning deaths,” he said.

Yura reported that the three lightning 
deaths that have happened this year na-
tionwide were caused from those seeking 
shelter incorrectly. 

“Thirty percent of lightning-related 
deaths happen under trees,” Yura said. 
“People don’t like to get wet, so where do 
you think they hide outdoors?”

Yura said people should never hide un-
der trees or the tallest objects in a given 
area, and that “bolts out of the blue” 
– lightning that strikes five to 10 miles 
away from its source cloud – are the most 
powerful strikes and are a good indica-
tor that damage doesn’t always happen 
directly underneath a thunderstorm.  

San Antonians are less familiar with 
tornadoes, as they tend to spawn in the 
Texas panhandle region. 

But the city’s lack of tornado outbreaks 
does not make it exempt from them. 

A small tornado touched down in the 
city on Oct. 9, and was powerful enough 
to damage homes, business offices and 
flip over a few vehicles. 

The weakest tornadoes are able to pro-
duce winds strong enough to hurl debris 
at deadly speeds, Yura said. 

With any tornado, seek shelter in a 
basement or in the center of a sturdy 
building, away from doors and windows, 
Yura said. Put as many walls between 
yourself and the tornado, he said.

 If you are caught outdoors away from 
shelter, enter a vehicle and drive to the 
nearest shelter. If flying debris begins to 
hit your car, pull over, park and keep your 
head down away from the car windows. 

The most-common severe weather 
presence in Texas is also its deadliest. 

“Flash flooding [is] our nemesis across 
south central Texas,” Yura said.

Some areas of the city are about 1,000 
feet above sea level, and in the hill coun-
try the elevation rises to 1,500 feet above 
sea level, Yura said. 

The city’s hilly terrain means signifi-
cant water movement occurs across the 
land when large amounts of rain drop, 
especially near patches of unstable soil, 
he said. 

Most deaths from flash flooding in-
volved low-water vehicle crossings dur-
ing nighttime. 

A commonality Yura pointed out was 
many flash flood-related incidents in-
volved people who drove larger vehicles, 
such as pickup trucks. 

No vehicle is an exception to flash flood 
safety, Yura said. 

“There is no other safety rule after you 
pass mine, which says ‘turn around, don’t 

drown,’” he said. 
Yura said two particular flash floods 

that happened in San Antonio in 1998 and 
2002 were both 500-year flood events, 
meaning they produced the amount of 
flood water expected every 500 years. 

Their chance of occurring – 0.2 per-
cent – presents a matter of statistics 
rather than a streak of bad luck; Severe 
weather phenomena are subject to when 
they will happen rather than if they will 
happen, Yura said.

Alvin  Hill, 12th Operations Support 
Squadron chief of weather flight opera-
tions, said the Skywarn training session 
was its third showing for Randolph. 

Hill expected Skywarn to be back on 
base for future sessions. 

“It’s such a needed entity because the 
weather should be basic knowledge,” he 
said. “Oftentimes, people in San Antonio 
feel sheltered from the hurricanes and 
tornadoes, but all kinds of bad weather 
can happen anywhere.”

To report severe weather to the Austin/
San Antonio NWS, visit www.srh.noaa.
gov/ewx. For more information on Sky-
warn and other educational material on 
severe weather, visit http://skywarn.org.

Weather official educates base on Skywarn network

By Alex Salinas
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

For the approximate 
75,000 Joint Base San 
Antonio beneficiaries 
who receive medi-
cal treatment across 
the city military 
bases, the Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
is sponsoring a pre-
scription medication “Take 
Back” day April 28, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

The event will occur nationwide and is in its fourth 
year. 

The day will be an opportunity for patrons to clear 
their medicine cabinet of old, outdated and no longer 
needed prescriptions, Staff Sgt. Rochelle Winston, 359th 
Medical Support Squadron pharmacy craftsman, said. 

“All tablets, capsules, inhalers, vials, needles and any 
other medications will be accepted,” she said. 

Once the items are collected, they are taken to a 
DEA location and are incinerated, a measure the DEA 
is taking to prevent the hazards of doing away with 

prescription drugs. 
However, while only one day out of 

the year can be “Take Back” day, 
there are practical measures to be 
taken for the other 364 days. 

Capt. Timothy Weigle, 359th 
MDSS pharmacist, highlighted that 
disposing of medication the right 
way can save lives. 

“Properly disposing of old medica-
tions prevents children and pets from ac-

cidentally ingesting them as well as help-
ing to reduce environmental impact,” he said, 

primarily because throwing them away in the trash 
without safeguards offers little to no protection from 
them being dug out. 

To avert children and pets from discovering medi-
cations in the trash, mix them with undesirable sub-
stances such as coffee grounds or kitty litter. They can 
also be placed in a sealable bag or empty can so they 
won’t leak from the garbage. 

Winston said all pharmacy patients are given a hand-
out instructing them how to correctly discard of their 
medication and are reminded by the labels on prescrip-
tions as well. 

“Patients are supposed to follow the prescription in-
sert directions on the containers,” she said. “But people 
can never be reminded too many times.”

Winston also spoke on the risk patients take when 
their sensitive information is thrown away with the la-
bel intact.  

“Patients should scratch out all identifying informa-
tion on the containers,” Winston said. “They can even 
use a dark marker to black out the information, but 
even then, it could show through the ink. Do what it 
takes to protect your identity.”

According to the DEA, 377,086 pounds of unwanted 
or expired medications were turned in during the last 
national “Take Back” day. 

The collection sites for April 28 are at the BX phar-
macy lobby located next to the military clothing store 
on Randolph; the parking lot between the BX and the 
commissary near the satellite pharmacy at Lackland; 
and at two locations on Fort Sam Houston: the main 
outpatient pharmacy located in the San Antonio Mili-
tary Medical Center Hall and the Fort Sam Community 
Pharmacy located at the southwest corner of Scott and 
Allen roads, near the main exchange. 

Visit www.dea.gov or call (800) 882-9539 for more 
information.

JBSA pharmacies to offer ‘Take Back’ day
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Base BRIEFS
Band of the West presents Fiesta in Blue
   The United States Air Force Band of the West presents its annual Fiesta in Blue con-
cert Saturday and Sunday, 2 p.m. at the Edgewood Independent School District Theatre of 
Performing Arts. Fiesta in Blue performances are free, but tickets are required. Tickets are 
available online at www.bandofthewest.eventbrite.com. 

AFAF project officers seek donations
   Air Force Assistance Fund will take donations through May 4. To donate, contact a unit 
project officer or the Joint Base San Antonio project officers, Maj. Don Jack at 671-1938 or 
Master Sgt. James Rogers at 671-4120. 

Airman and Family Readiness Center offers credit course
The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Airman and Family Readiness Center will offer a 

five-session Credit When Credit Is Due course May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m., at the AFRC, Bldg. 693.

American Red Cross officials seek volunteers
The American Red Cross seeks volunteers to serve at the Joint Base San Antonio-Ran-

dolph Medical Clinic. For details, call 652-6372 or stop by Bldg. 1040, room 1A214.

Speakers needed for bureau
The Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs team seeks speakers for the speakers 

bureau. Speakers will be called on for public outings to talk in front of varied audiences. For 
more information, call Laura McAndrews at 652-0600.

Access to airfield requires training
   Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph’s airfield is a controlled area, which means anyone who needs ac-
cess to the airfield is required to complete training, as well as be listed on an entry authorization list, 
unless escorted by someone who already has access. For more information, call 652-8166.

JBSA-Randolph 
Chapel Schedule

• CATHOLIC
Daily Mass - Monday-Friday

11:30 a.m. - Chapel 1
Saturday Mass

5:30 p.m. - Chapel 1
Sunday Mass 

8:30 a.m. - Chapel 1
11:30 a.m. - Chapel 1
Confession - Saturday
4:30 p.m. - Chapel 1

Sunday Religious Education
9:45-11 a.m.

Bldg. 208
• PROTESTANT

Traditional Sunday Service
8:15 a.m. - Base theater  

Contemporary Sunday 
Service

11 a.m. - Base theater
Sunday Religious Education

9:30-10:30 a.m.
Bldg. 103

For more information, call the 
chapel center at 652-6121.

NOW SHOWING
at JBSA-Randolph Theater

"Silent House" (R)
Elizabeth Olsen 

Today at 7 p.m.

"John Carter" (PG-13)
Taylor Kitsch, Lynn Collins, Samantha Morton
Saturday at 6 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m.

$4.50 for adults – $2.25 for children 11 and younger

Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph
AFAF Campaign 
Tracker

The current status of Randolph's Air 
Force Assistance Fund campaign: The 
base community has donated more 
than $105,000 toward the goal of 
$170,000. Donations may be made 
through May 4. For details, see the 
brief at left. 

62%

Joint Base San Antonio Fiesta Events
Fiesta De Los Veteranos

April 21, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Audie Murphy 

Veterans Hospital
7400 Merton Minter St.

San Antonio, Texas

Fiesta Ceremony and 
Fireworks Extravaganza

April 22, 1-9 p.m.
MacArthur Parade Field
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston

JBSA-Fort Sam Houston
Air Force at the Alamo

April 23, 11 a.m.-noon
Alamo Plaza

San Antonio, Texas

Fiesta in Blue Concert
April 21-22, 2-3:30 p.m.

Edgewood Theatre for  
the Performing Arts

607 SW 34th St.
San Antonio, Texas

Texas Cavaliers 
River Parade

April 23, 7-9:30 p.m.
San Antonio River Walk

JBSA-Lackland 
Fiesta Military Parade
April 25, 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Parade Grounds 
JBSA-Lackland

Army and Air Guard Fiesta
April 25, 3-11 p.m.

Texas National Guard Armory
4255 Interstate 35 North

San Antonio, Texas

Navy Day at the Alamo
April 26, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Alamo Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas

Marines at the Alamo
April 26, 4-5 p.m.

Alamo Plaza 
San Antonio, Texas

Navy Fiesta Reception
April 26, 6-9:30 p.m.

Fort Sam Houston 
Golf Course Clubhouse
2901 Harry Wurzbach

San Antonio, Texas

Battle of Flowers Parade
April 27, 12:45-4 p.m.
Downtown parade route

San Antonio, Texas

Fiesta Flambeau Parade
April 28, 7:45-11 p.m.
Downtown parade route

San Antonio, Texas

All Veterans 
Memorial Service
April 29, 1-2 p.m.
Veterans Square 
Auditorium Circle
Jefferson Street at 

East Martin
San Antonio, Texas

For a complete list of events, visit www.fiesta-sa.org.

Joint Base San Antonio
Water Conservation Stage*
Stage I restrictions apply

*Based on the current level of the Edwards Aquifer

For complete information on the JBSA 
Stage I water restrictions, visit the 
JBSA web site at www.502abw.af.mil 
and do a search for "stage 1 water 
restrictions."
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One of the precepts of the Airman’s Creed is to 
“never leave an Airman behind.”

It’s a principle Airmen take to heart, a 12th Flying 
Training Wing student learned recently.

Second Lt. Davy Braxton and his family lost their 
home and many of their possessions when a fire 
swept through a 12-unit condominium building in 
Northwest San Antonio in mid-February. In a matter 
of hours, members of his squadron and other Airmen 
rushed to their side; as the days passed, other people 
opened their hearts.

“Because of the support I received from Joint Base 
San Antonio-Randolph, I was able to bounce back 
much faster than any other person in the building,” 
Braxton said. “I also got support from my fam-
ily, friends and friends of friends, people I’ve never 
heard of. We were really taken care of.”

Braxton said he and his wife, Lora, were sound 
asleep shortly after midnight Feb. 24 when he heard 
yelling outside his unit.

“People were banging on doors, so I ran to the 
front door,” he said. “It was pitch black out there. 
My wife said she smelled smoke, so I told her to get 
dressed.”

The Braxtons couldn’t leave through the front door 
because smoke was blowing in from the outside, so 
they – along with their dog, Bear – escaped through 
the back, jumping down a retaining wall to safety. 
Fortunately, their 6-month-old daughter, Eden, was at 
Lora’s parents’ home in San Antonio.

“When we went outside, we saw all the flames,” 
he said. “People on the second floor were forced 
to go out their front doors through the smoke, but 
everybody got out fine.”

Braxton said he and his wife left their condo 
with the clothes on their backs, along with his 
wallet and her car keys.

“The living room and kitchen were on fire,” he said. 
“All of our prized possessions were smoke- and fire-
damaged. The heat was so bad it melted the clothes 
hangers in the bedroom closets.”

A 55-inch flat-screen TV, two laptop computers and 
granite countertops the Braxtons added to the kitchen 
were among the items destroyed. Braxton also lost a 
watch his father gave him when he received his com-
mission and a photograph of his grandfather dressed 
in his Army uniform.

Other items, including more photographs, diplomas 
and awards, were saved through a damage restora-
tion service; some valuable papers, the couple’s mar-
riage license and passports among them, were spared 
because they were kept in a fireproof safe.

The fire department and Red Cross responded 
quickly, providing initial aid. Braxton contacted his 
class leader and his flight commander, Maj. Michael 
Cline, who got in touch with the squadron command-
er, Lt. Col. Bryan Runkle. 

“Col. Runkle talked to me for a while, then my first 
sergeant called,” Braxton said. “He asked us what 
we needed and informed us of all the programs that 
could help us.”

That was the beginning of what Braxton called 
“overwhelming support.”

“The First Sergeants’ Council gave us a $500 check 
from their Warm Heart Fund,” he said. “Members of 
my squadron and other squadrons, as well as their 
families, gave a generous amount of gift cards, 20 
bags of clothing and new uniforms and PT gear. The 
spouses in my squadron delivered food to us.”

One squadron gave Braxton a new playpen for his 
baby daughter; the Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph 
Airman and Family Readiness Center loaned him pots, 
pans, appliances and other household goods.

“They said we could keep them as long as we 
needed them,” he said.

Braxton said one of the civilian instructors even 
brought his family a home-cooked meal, including a 
bone for their dog.

He said Runkle and his wife gave him and his fam-
ily constant support.

“They came to our hotel, brought us gifts and asked 
how we were doing,” Braxton said. “It was all you 
would hope for from a commander.”

Gifts also came from Braxton’s wife’s co-workers 
and from far away – his family back home in New 

Jersey; a former employer who presented him with a 
case of baby formula; his best friend’s boss, who gave 
Bear a care package.

Braxton also said vigilant neighbors alerted police 
when people tried to loot their unit one week after the 
fire. The suspects were arrested.

Cline, Braxton’s flight commander at the time, said 
it wasn’t surprising Airmen and their families re-
sponded so quickly and so generously.

“As soon as people from both in and out of the 
squadron got word, donations started pouring in,” 
he said. “It wasn’t necessary to go around asking for 
help; the need was obvious and the community rallied 
without any prodding.

“That’s part of being in the Air Force family,” Cline 
added. “You help when you can and you take comfort 
knowing the same level of support will be there for 
you when needed.”

Because of their insurance coverage, the Braxtons 
were able to move into an extended-stay hotel for a 
few weeks and will be able to replace many of the 
possessions they lost; they are now living in an apart-
ment until their condominium building is rebuilt.

Braxton said he is grateful for all the support he 
and his family received.

“People are so generous,” he said. “Every-
body wanted to help. They saw a need and they 
responded.”

Wingmen rally to assist Airman, family

Photo by Rich McFadden
Second Lt. Davy Braxton (left) and his squadron commander, Lt. Col. Bryan Runkle, stand outside the squadron 
headquarters Tuesday at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph.
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By Robert Goetz
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs 

A Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph tradition 
continued Saturday with more entertainment 
value than ever.

The 902nd Force Support Squadron’s Youth 
Programs celebrated Month of the Military Child 
with its annual Famaganza festival on the grounds 
of the youth center.

“It was amazing,” Andrea Black, Youth Pro-
grams coordinator, said. “We had a lot of new 
attractions, such as the 902nd FSS portable 
stage. We were able to entertain with acts 
from our You Got Talent contest. The crowd 
absolutely loved it.”

In addition to the UGT contestants, Famaganza’s 
nonstop entertainment included performances by 
the Randolph youth dance class, Randolph High 
School cadets dance team, Randolph Flyers gym-
nastics team, Randolph YP Stunnaz step dancers 
and Kidz Kingdom Dance Crew. The 902nd Secu-
rity Forces Squadron also brought their military 
working dogs for a demonstration.

“It was great we were able to have such tal-
ent,” Black said.

She said other new attractions appealed to 
older children, including a rock-climbing wall, a 
bungee run, an obstacle course and the Games 
2U Texas Big Rig mobile entertainment theater, 
which featured a variety of video games.

The event also featured games, infl atables, face 
painting, the Youth Programs Parent Advisory 
Council Book Fair, arts and crafts, and informa-
tion booths representing many Randolph organi-
zations, from the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center and Health and Wellness Center to the 
Randolph Toastmasters and Randolph Family 
Housing.

The book fair gave parents and children an 
opportunity to buy or order books, allowing the 
parent advisory council to pay for programs that 
benefi t the youth center and the Randolph Child 
Development Center.

Visitors who had Famaganza brochures 
stamped at all the information booths and com-
pleted a survey were eligible for door prizes, 
including bicycles and event tickets. Black said 
feedback from the survey was overwhelmingly 
positive.

Black estimated more than 2,000 people at-
tended the free event.
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Photos by Benjamin Faske 
Ray Quenneville (right), 902nd Comptroller Squadron, and his son, Kyle, use straws to blow their 
boats across the fi nish line during Famaganza April 14 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. 

Children line up to jump on three of the oversized infl atable moon bounces 
during Famaganza April 14 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. Dancers with Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Youth Programs wait their turn to take the stage 

during the annual Famaganza celebration April 14.

Waylon Hollings-
worth and Jordan 
Regan use batons 
to subdue a 
potential attacker 
during Famaganza 
April 14 at Joint 
Base San Antonio- 
Randolph.

Children race each other on the three-story climbing wall at the annual Famaganza celebra-
tion April 14 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph.
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Randolph High School was one of five 

schools selected by Silver and Black Give 
Back’s Team Up Challenge judges to win 
a $20,000 check April 13 for the Drive 
SMART campaign they created. Ran-
dolph competed against more than 80 
other local applicants.

These kids are taking a message and 
spreading it all over San Antonio, Joseph 
Bray, Team Up Challenge judge and of-
ficial NBA sponsor representative, said.

 “The reason why I selected the project 
is because these young men and young 
women recognize the importance of driv-
ing safely,” he said.

Silver and Black Give Back is a char-
ity focused on giving children the ability 
to attain goals and enrich their environ-
ment. The organization works with San 
Antonio teams, including the Spurs and 
the Rampage.

The charity’s Team Up Challenge is 
dedicated to motivating students to cre-
ate and pursue a program to benefit their 
community. The emphasis of this chal-
lenge is to give young people the sup-
port they need to shed a positive light 
around the world, starting directly in 
their hometown.

Randolph Student Council members 
worked all year to implement a Drive 
SMART campaign around their campus. 
This movement is focused on educating 
people of the risks that come from unsafe 
driving habits.

SMART is an acronym the students came 
up with to explain the program, Amanda 
Bauer, Randolph Student Council sponsor, 
said. It stands for: stay off the road at 
night, minimize distraction, always wear 
your seatbelt, resist the urge to speed, 
and take responsibility for your life – don’t 
drink and drive. 

The students did things all year to promote 
safe driving, she said. They set up booths, 
made posters and did many other things to 
encourage the community. Within one school 
year, DriveSMART cumulated nearly 500 likes 
on its Facebook page and more than 2,000 
signatures pledging to drive safe.

 “The kids said whether we were a winner 
or not, they felt like they had won already be-
cause of the contacts they made and the posi-
tive feedback they have gotten,” Bauer said.

While some schools might look at 
$20,000 as a way to beautify their cam-
pus or invest in the newest technology, 
Randolph High School plans on putting 
the money toward building its program 
and bringing it into the community.

“One of our goals is that we would 
like to give a few other schools the op-
portunity to implement the DriveSMART 
program on their campuses by funding 
them a little bit,” she said. “We would 
also like to use the money to make some 
public service announcements.”

The student council is excited to con-
tinue its program and the members are 
already discussing their goals for the 
years to come.

“No idea is too big,” Louis Myrie, Ran-
dolph High School Student Council mem-
ber, said. “Just go out there and get the 
word out. Let them know you’re trying 
to make a difference.”

Due to their hard work and dedication, 
the students at Randolph High School 
were able to create a goal, chase it and 
achieve it. 

 “Make sure you get involved and are 
passionate,” Bray said. “Your legacy is 
not what you do in your job; your leg-
acy is what you leave your community 
with.”

“Enjoy your journey,” he said. “Enjoy 
your journey.”

Sports
BRIEFS

5K to run Saturday
In observance of Holocaust 

Memorial Day, a 5K run/walk 
takes place Saturday, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., at Airmen's Heritage Park. 
The first 80 participants to sign 
up receive a free t-shirt.

Softball planning to begin
   A pre-season coaches meet-
ing for intramural softball 
takes place May 2, 3 p.m., at 
the Rambler Fitness Center. 
Intramural sports are open 
to all DoD ID card holders. 
Units planning to field a team 
need to attend this meeting or 
email Rikk Prado at richard.
prado@us.af.mil. 

Kids run to take place 
   The America’s Kids Run takes 
place May 19, 9 a.m., at Eberle 
Park. Five- and 6-year-old chil-
dren will run a half-mile, 7- and 
8-year-olds will run one mile, and 
9- to 13- year-old children and 
their parents will run two miles.
  To pre-register by May 17, go to 
www.americaskidsrun.org, select 
the “Registration Button” and 
Randolph Air Force Base. Partici-
pants can also register 8:30- 
9 a.m., the day of the event. 

Registration opens for 
Little Renegades baseball

Registration for Little 
Renegades, a parent/child 
program that helps build 
confidence in children ages 
3-5 while learning basic 
baseball skills, is ongoing 
through April 27 at JBSA-
Randolph Youth Programs, 
Bldg. 585. Children must be 
3 years old by May 1. The cost 
is $40 per child.

Center offers special
In celebration of Month of 

the Military Child, the JBSA-
Randolph Bowling Center of-
fers a free game pass during 
April for youth up to age 17 
at youth programs, the base 
child development center or 
base schools.

SPORTS - HEALTH - FITNESS

Base students win 20K in Team Up Challenge

Photos by Melissaa Peterson
The Randolph High School Student Council puts their hands in to do a final cheer April 13 after 
being awarded a $20,000 check by San Antonio Spurs representatives.

The San Antonio Spurs mascot shoots confetti 
into a crowd of students April 13 at Randolph 
High School.




